
Minutes of the Long Branch PTA Meeting 
Held Tuesday, May 7th in the Long Branch Library 

 

Attendees: Beth Dowd, Karen Kelly, Terri Stewart, Christy Hicks, Sandy Deysson, Arshia Arvandi, Patty 

Rowland, Elizabeth Pipenbring, Stacy Snyder, Maryann Hazel-Jackson, Greg D’Addario, John Fiske, 

Shelley Nickles, Mary Griffin. 

Meeting began with introductions around the room at 6:31pm. 

1st grade teacher Greg D’Addario , spoke about the Committee for Sustainability.  He is our schools 
liaison for this committee.  His letter inviting us all to participate is attached to the minutes. 
 

 Thanks to Mrs. Lowe and our LB Recycling Rangers, we have the best recycling program in APS. 

 Polly Hall runs the Funding Factory Recycling program. 

 Q: What about the outdoor learning at LB?  A: We need a full time coordinator to run/oversee a 

program like this, probably needs to be a paid person.  The other difficulty is LB is a small tract 

of land.  Students love going outside and being hands on. 

 The school is trying to save on paper by using less and sending more emails. 

 You can check out APS Goes Green on the top left side of the APS website. 

 Our Art teacher, Mrs. Zaberer, won 3rd place in the rain barrel competition. 

 Q: Are there long term plans to have schools with lights on sensors?  A: There are no plans to 

have existing schools be retrofitted.  New or renovated schools, yes. 

Beth Dowd, President:   Next month we will vote on the Officer’s slate for next year. 

 President – Arshia Arvandi 

 VP/County Council – Patty Rowland 

 VP/ Programs – Karen Kelly 

 Secretary – Elizabeth Pipenbring 

 Treasurer – Terri Stewart 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  The proposed minutes of the April 2013 PTA meeting were distributed and 

reviewed.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes.  The motion passed by 

unanimous voice vote. 

 

Beth Dowd, President:   A few facts and reminders. 

 The fundraising night at Whitlow’s made $630.00 and Pete’s made $250.00. 

 Spring Fair is Saturday, June 8th, 4pm-7pm. 

 5th grade graduation is Tuesday, June 18th. 

 The last PTA meeting is Tuesday, June 4th.  We will have frame school photo’s to be signed for 

outgoing LB families that have been involved with the PTA. 

 Reviewed the list of volunteers for next year. 

 - Additional volunteer needed for Teacher Conferences. Polly Hall is one. 

 -One person is needed for the Advisory Council for Instruction.  This is a 2 year position  



    requiring a monthly meeting.  This council reviews/evaluates K-12 curriculum.  Q: Is LB  

    getting FLES (Foreign Language in the Elementary Schools)?  A: No we are not, the   

    community voted against it.  FLES is a 30 minute 2X a week program for Spanish only.     

    This program has a huge impact on space and scheduling.  We would lose early   

    release Wednesdays.  It’s not for fluency but acquisition of language.  Some parents at   

    other schools are pushing it.  Glebe was a pilot school for it.  Other schools that have it 

    are; Barrett, Barcroft, Carlin Springs, and Ashlawn. 

 -Volunteers needed for the Ice Cream Social and the Welcome Back Breakfast. 

 -Stacy Synder is on board to organize the auction.  Additional volunteers will be needed   

   to support her. 

 -Other positions needed are for the Spring Fair, Newsletter and a Volunteer     

   Coordinator. 

Beth opened up the floor for ideas/suggestions, comments, questions or concerns. 

 Q: Can the Innisbrook fundraiser not be so close to the Book Fair? A: We tried to move it later 

but it conflicted with conferences.  We will have to review the calendar to see what can be 

done. 

 Barnes & Noble coordinator position open (early Dec.). 

 The suggestion was made to have more book options for students with the $5 vouchers, 

especially for the older students.  Scholastic has warehouse sales, $25 for a box of books, maybe 

we could take advantage of that. 

 Felicia runs the Angel fund in the office.   

 If you would like to make a change in fundraisers, know that is takes about a year.  Most events 

are booked months out.  There are a lot of fundraising options to choose from. 

 The auction money made this year will be held onto until after next year’s auction.  The 

combined money will then be given to the school.  This year we had a money pinch before the 

auction. 

 The PTA officer’s will prep a budget over the summer. 

 A suggestion was made to have more socializing events at LB.  There used to be a Valentine’s 

dance. 

 Family bingo night or movie. 

 Silver Diner has a loyalty card night.  Profits can only go towards health/sports related things.  

Someone can take that on. 

 With the grocery card reward program we made over $2000.00 and it goes directly to the 

school.  Trader Joe’s does not have card/reward program. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:32pm. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Christy Hicks, 2012-2013 PTA Secretary. 

 

 
  



Dear PTA Members, 

I am reaching out to you on behalf of the   

SUPERINTENDENT’S COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABILITY.  

APS recognizes the importance of being active stewards in protecting our environment 
and promoting sustainability.  The Superintendent created the Committee on 
Sustainability for the purpose of providing recommendations to his office in an effort to 
help achieve APS’ sustainability objectives. 

APS defines sustainability as meeting the current needs of our students and staff while 
preserving the resources for future generations. This entails integrating energy and 
environmental conservation into daily operations and within the learning day while 
meeting safety and comfort standards in a fiscally responsible manner.  

The committee is made up of a diverse group of parents, teachers and citizens who 
bring with them a working knowledge of fiscal, environmental, legal and organizational 
expertise as it pertains to sustainability. 

In addition to working with APS staff as well as other advisory committees, the 
committee hopes by reaching out to individual schools, the committee will to gain insight 
into what is working well in certain areas schools and where there are barriers or a need 
for improvement.   

The committee has divided into 3 working groups/sub committees  
 
1.Curriculum & Outdoor Learning, 2. Energy and Water, 3. Procurement and Waste 

Though these sub committees do not represent all the issues the committee plans to 
address, they provide a division of attention and effort in key areas of sustainability with 
the most urgent need of attention.  Within these groups we expect discussion to include 
a variety of items, some of which include transportation, new buildings and 
overcrowding to name a few.  

We ask that you take a moment and consider the following 

• What is the level of interest in Sustainability issues and activities at your school? 
• Do you have specific concerns? 
• Do you have any requests of areas you would like to see APS address? 

 
 
We hope that by making a committee liaison available to each school we can better 
understand the needs and concerns that are unique to each school community. 

Sincerely, 

Greg D’Addario 

greg.daddario@apsva.us 

mailto:greg.daddario@apsva.us

